			WELCOME TO THE PARISH NEWS FOR ST LUKE'S CHURCH
Sunday 19th July 2026
	[image: ]



After many happy years as part of our church family, Taiwo, Ade and their family are preparing to begin an exciting new chapter as they move to Canada.

Thank You, St Luke's Church Family from Taiwo, Adeope, Hephzibah and Jehonathan Ogunjimi
"For now the Lord has made room for us, and we will be fruitful in the land."
Genesis 26:22
As our family prepares to leave Sway after six wonderful years, we wanted to take this opportunity to thank our St Luke's church family and let you know about the next chapter that God is leading us into.
To read Taiwo’s letter in full please click on the link below.
Thank You, St Luke-s Church Family.pdf

Worship

Sunday 19th July 2026
Women of the Bible
Deborah - Called to Lead
Judges 4:4-10
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
9.30am Informal Service
Leader & Speaker Revd Angie Gammon

11am Family Communion
Leader & Speaker Revd Angie Gammon

4pm Evensong
Leader Ian Burnham

10.30am Coffee in the Church Kathy and Rae
 
Join Us for Online Thursday Prayers 9am
Everyone is warmly invited to join our informal online Thursday Prayers, led by Vicar Jane.
Each Thursday we gather on Zoom for a relaxed time of prayer and reflection. Jane shares a short reflection on the Bible passage for the week, we pray for people and events in the Church calendar, and there is also an opportunity to include any prayer requests that are shared.
To keep things simple and comfortable, we keep our cameras turned off while Jane leads the prayers, making it easy for anyone to join from home, whether you'd like to listen quietly or pray along.
Please note that we have a new Zoom link:

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73536322523?pwd=NTRJgH72I8MRaLFus0Ea6yUXSbBieg.1
CLICK below to see all of July & August worship
JULY WORSHIP 2026.pdf
AUGUST WORSHIP 2026.pdf

Paper copies for all services, including preaching themes are available at the back of church. 
   
Prayers
The Seventh Sunday after Trinity
Generous God,
you give us gifts and make them grow:
though our faith is small as mustard seed,
make it grow to your glory
and the flourishing of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

This week from our monthly prayer diary (copies available in church) 
Eco Church; Thank you Lord for the commitment and skills of these teams, for the sound of he bells calling us to worship and the beauty of the flowers, churchyard and gardens, reminding us of your creation.
Please pray for;
Merilyn Christian-Edwards - Merilyn is now home but please continue to pray for her recovery
Gillian Colsell
Lydia and family
Anne Johnson

Church News
Next week will be the final Parish News of the summer until Sunday 6th September. For all Church News, Worship Dates, Bookings for all events such as ALPHA ,Bubble Church & Messy Church, please refer to our website- https://www.stlukeschurchsway.org.uk/

Happy 90th Birthday Rosemary!
	



Wishing a very Happy 90th Birthday to Rosemary Bennett - We hope you have a lovely day Rosemary from all of us at St Luke’s. Many congratulations!

Farewell Lunch for Taiwo, Ade and Family
	


After many happy years as part of our church family, Taiwo, Ade and their family are preparing to begin an exciting new chapter as they move to Canada.

We warmly invite everyone to join us for a farewell Church Family Lunch in the church garden after the 11.00am service on Sunday 23rd August. This will be a wonderful opportunity to thank them for all they have contributed to our parish, wish them God's blessing for the future, and say a fond goodbye. Food will be provided, if you would like to bring a dish to share then please do, donations towards food are warmly welcomed.
Please do come along and join us in celebrating their time with us and sending them off with our love and prayers.
Everyone is warmly welcome.
The Cost of Running Our Church
As part of our regular feature, we'd like to highlight some of the items and projects that the church has funded this month.
This month we have purchased:
· St Luke’s School Year 6 Leavers' Books – It’s Your Move - A Christian Guide to Starting Secondary School £75
· Bubble Church T-shirts for our volunteers and team £50
· Quinquennial Report Survey to investigate the crack in the parapet wall as part of the care and maintenance of our church building £450
If you would like to contribute towards the cost of any of these items, whether in full or in part, we would be very grateful. You can do this using the link below or through your own parish giving account if you have one. Every gift helps us continue our ministry, care for our buildings and invest in the life of our church and community.
Thank you for your continued generosity and support.
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/sway-lymington
CREATIONTIDE
This September, St Luke's will be marking Creationtide over four weeks, as we reflect on God's wonderful creation and our responsibility to care for it. The season will culminate in our Church Family Harvest Lunch on Sunday 27th September – a wonderful opportunity to celebrate together.
If you'd like to explore this theme more deeply, the Diocese is offering an online Carbon Literacy for Congregations course. The course helps participants understand the impact of everyday choices on the environment and equips us with practical ways to care for creation as part of our Christian faith.
The course runs on five Tuesday evenings (8, 15, 22 & 29 September, and 6 October), from 6.30–8.30pm.
To find out more and book your place, visit:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/carbon-literacy-for-congregations-online-creation-time-2026-tickets-1991352776761

Creative Space Friday 31st July 2pm - Make your mark !
This month, Annabel has kindly agreed to explain to us what she has been learning recently, and how her artwork has developed as a result.
Our suggested theme is water: the water of life; a fountain, or waterfall; imagine being by the sea, on a riverbank, watching the ripples in a pool…
We aim to have a variety of mark-making tools available, as well as some poster and acrylic paint, pastels, pencils/charcoal; some palettes, A4 paper.  Do bring your own materials though if you are able to and/or prefer to do so – as well as anything you’d like to use in the mark-making process (*helpful to bring your own old toothbrush!).
All welcome – refreshments offered. As always, you may simply join us for fellowship - there is no obligation to create something. If you are able to register via Church Suite using the link below to sign up – or by telephoning the church office 01590 682358 to let Sara know you’ll be coming – that’s really helpful for catering.  We look forward to seeing you.
Click HERE to sign up https://stlukessway.churchsuite.com/events/nu6kprs2

ALPHA Dates 2026!
	


After the success of last years APLHA course we are running the course again this coming September. The course will run for 6 weeks starting on Wednesday 9th September at 6.45pm -8.45pm ending with an away morning on Saturday 17th October. To find out more or to sign up please visit our website page using the link below.
https://www.stlukeschurchsway.org.uk/welcome/alpha-course/

Urgent Prayer Requests 

If you, or someone you know is in need of urgent prayer then please contact Jane on 07885505532 or the church office on 01590 682358, or if you are unable to make contact with Jane or the office then please email Jennie McNaught on mcnaughthome@protonmail.com.
Mission
Celebrating Bev Cannon’s Ministry in Ecuador
Many will remember Bev Cannon (formerly Richardson), a much‑loved former member of our congregation and our long‑standing Mission Partner in Cuenca, Ecuador. Since first being sent out as Pioneer Mission Partner in 2018, initially in Paraguay, our church has faithfully supported Bev’s ministry through CMS, and we give thanks for all that God has done through her in South America.
Bev will be retiring from CMS at the end of July, but her mission and ministry in Ecuador will continue. As a church, we have agreed to send a £500 leaving gift to mark her retirement and express our gratitude. If you would like to contribute towards this gift, please do so via the church office or by clearly marking your donation “Bev Cannon – Leaving Gift”.
For those who wish to support Bev directly in her ongoing ministry after her CMS retirement, she is able to receive personal donations through her UK bank account. Details are available from the church office.
Bev will also continue to share updates from Cuenca. You can follow her work and the life of the church at: www.cuencachristianchurch.com
Please continue to hold Bev in your prayers as she enters this new chapter of faithful service.
Yours in Fellowship
Jonathan
Upcoming dates for your diaries!
Sunday 23rd August 12pm Taiwo and Family Farewell Lunch
Wednesday 9th September at 6.45pm ALPHA Starts
Sunday 27th September Annual Gift Day & Harvest Sunday and Lunch
Please note the church office will close for the summer holidays on Wednesday 22nd July until Tuesday 1st September. However it will open for a couple of hours each week kindly covered by volunteers - more details to follow next week.

Next Week:
	Monday 20th July
	9.30am Bump Baby and Toddler Group
10am Bump Baby and Toddler school Leavers Service in Church

	Tuesday 21st July
	10.30am SWAG Cafe
7pm PCC Meeting

	Wednesday 22nd July
St Luke’s School breaks up for Summer
	9am Parish Morning Prayers
1.45pm Open The Book

	Thursday 23rd July
Office Closed for Summer Break
	9am Online Prayers
1.30pm SWAG Afternoon Club
7pm Band Practise 

	Friday 24th July
	

	Saturday 25th July
	

	Sunday 26th July
Parish Giving Day
	9.30am Informal Service
11am Morning Worship



Future Dates:
	Monday 27th July
	

	Tuesday 28th July
	10.30am SWAG Cafe

	Wednesday 29th July
	9am Parish Morning Prayers

	Thursday 30th July
	9am Online Prayers
1.30pm SWAG Afternoon Club
7pm Band Practise 

	Friday 31st July
	2pm Creative Space

	Saturday 1st August
	

	
Sunday 2nd August
	9.30am Informal Service
11am Parish Communion

	Monday 3rd August
	

	Tuesday 4th August
	10.30am SWAG Cafe

	Wednesday 5th August
	9am Parish Morning Prayers
12pm SWAG Lunch Club

	Thursday 6th August
	Online Prayers
7pm Band Practise 

	Friday 7th August
	10am Friday Service




Please check the website or churchsuite for all other events and dates. 

Contact Information
	VICAR: REVD JANE MITCHELL (Rest day: Friday)  vicar@swaychurch.com | 07885 505532
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: SARA WILLIS office@swaychurch.com |01590 682358
Family and Community Support Worker:  Lizzy Smith  - Wednesday mornings 01590 682358
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